
Services for the forthcoming week 

Saturday 3rd December  Vigil: 2nd Sunday    6pm (SSJFTM)    Michael O’Leary RIP (Ann) 

Sunday 4th December   Second Sunday      8.30am (SSJFTM)  Brid Ryan RIP                 
                 of Advent          10am (St T)      John O’Donnell RIP (Ann)          

                                Noon (St T)      Moira Doneo RIP (Bday)) 

Monday 5th December   Advent Feria       9.15am (St T)     Margaret & Peter Costa RIP 

Tuesday 6th December  Requiem Mass      10.30am (St T)    Donald O’Gorman RIP  

Wednesday 7th Dec.    No Mass       

Thursday 8th December  Conception of Mary   9.15am (St T)     Alan Brooks RIP 
Friday 9th December    Advent Feria       9.15am (St T)     Lilly Pinto RIP 

Saturday 10th December Vigil: 3rd Sunday  

                 Of Advent         6pm (SSJFTM)    Mary Brown & Family (past & present) 

Confessions Saturday weekly - 11am-11.40am  at St Teresa’s & 5pm-5.40pm  at SSJFTM 

Mass Intentions now booked through until February 2023 

FIRE SAFETY NOTICE: If anyone has difficulty in hearing, walking or anything else that may  slow down safe exit in the event of a fire, please let 

us know before the service starts, so that we can arrange for assistance for you.  

4th December 2022: Second Sunday of Advent  

Fr. Dominic McKenna  Parish Priest    Tel: 020 8953 1294 
Sue Partington     Parish Admin   Tel: 020 8953 1294 

Monday to Thursday: 10am - 4.30pm. suepartington@rcdow.org.uk 

The Catholic Parishes of Borehamwood 

St Teresa of the Child Jesus 291 Shenley Road, WD6 1TG  

SS John Fisher & Thomas More 28 Rossington Ave,WD6  4LA 
borehamwood@rcdow.org.uk  www.catholicparishesofborehamwood.org  

St Teresa’s church is  monitored by CCTV cameras 24 hours a day. Live streaming 

of all services takes place at St Teresa’s and SS John Fisher & Thomas More. 

These can be viewed at www.churchservices.tv/borehamwood or through the link 

on our website 

Liturgy of the Word - 4th December  

Entrance Antiphon:   O people of Sion, behold,  

                the Lord will come to save the nations,  
                and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard  

                in the joy of your heart. 

Responsorial Psalm:   In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon fails. 

Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare a way for the Lord,  

                make his paths straight and all mankind shall see the salvation of God Alleluia! 
Next week’s Readings: Isaiah 35:1-6,10, Psalm 145:6-10 rsp.cfisaiah35;4, James5:7-10,Matthew 11;2-11 

 Fr Dominic writes:                  Would we listen to a Wild Man? 

We have tended to romanticise much of the Bible or draw our mental images from Cecil B DeMille, the movies, or even 

from a children’s bible. But imagine going to the centre of the village in Borehamwood and seeing a man standing on one 

of the benches, his hair unkempt and wild, his clothing made of itchy camel’s hair tied together with a long piece of 

leather, who is eating the insects of the area or dripping the honey from bee’s nests into his mouth. He yells at everyone 

passing by: “Get ready! It’s coming Make yourselves clean! Repent of your sins! Let me dunk you in this fountain and clean 

you!” How many of us would react favourably to such a scene today? How many of us would turn our heads and try to 

ignore the whole scene? Yet, this is a picture of John The Baptist that the Bible paints. But he must have had some 

kind of charisma—something that drew people to him, and not just the other crazies. Indeed he also drew the Phari-

sees and the Sadducees to him. Were they curious? Or looking for a laugh? But he recognised them straight away and 

understood their motives and called them“ You brood of vipers.” “You snakes,” He then gets to the core of the problem 

that he has with them. They were privileged, thought they had God on their side but John wanted them to be the 

seed that grows into wheat not just the chaff that is thrown away. They had become complacent. They were the cho-

sen people and thought they did not need to change.  

And that’s the message given to us today, but we often do not want to hear it. We are too complacent. We are too ready 

to just slither along with the way things are. We do not want to change our lives in the way that God suggests in these 

readings. We must develop Advent Hearts— be prepared to change our lives to plant the seed of Jesus’ teaching in our 

families, our communities, and our world. We need to follow the teaching of Jesus and Christfy our world! 

 

Hope 



BAPTISMS: Our baptisms take place on a Saturday 

afternoon, at either Noon, 1pm or 2pm, with a Rite 

of Welcome at your usual Mass the weekend before. 

They are individual ceremonies.  If you would like 

your child to be baptised, please complete the regis-

tration form over the website  (under Sacraments) & Sue will 

get in touch once she receives it.  You can have up to four God-

parents - no more as we don’t have space in the register! - one 

of whom must be a practising Catholic . You will also need to 

attend a Baptism Preparation Course - you will be asked to book 

via the website when you submit your registration.  

2023 courses arranged so far: 21st  January, 25th February & 

25th March. All 3.30pm-4.30pm at St Teresa’s Church 

Monthly Standing  Orders: £3,885 

Last two weekend's Offertory  

Envelopes £ 544 

Loose Plate £ 652.61 

Contactless donations  £ 452.50 

Total for  weekends 23rd & 30th  October £ 1649.11  

Confirmation: 2022-23 Programme. Next meeting is 6th 

December 6.30pm, at St Teresa’s Church, when we will 

review the answers to sessions 1,2,& 3. If you haven’t 

submitted your Saints Name & Sponsor yet , please do so, 

Still scrabbling around for cash for the Offertory? 

Keep forgetting to bring your envelopes?, why not 

think about donating by Standing Order? All you need 

to do is pick up a standing order mandate & complete 

FHC 2022-23 Programme. The next meeting is Thurs-

day 8th December at St Teresa's School when we will 

review chapters 1-4. First Reconciliations will be held at 

St Teresa's Church Saturday 10th December, please 

book your slot via the events page on the website. 

Forthcoming Funerals—may they rest in peace:  

Donald O’Gorman 6th December 10.30am St T 

Janet O’Sullivan 12th December 10am St T 

Memories Café – bereavement and loss drop-in sup-

port sessions. Every Monday - 11am to 1pm at the Wat-

ford Hospital Chaplaincy. Memories Café offers a 

chance to meet with others who understand the experi-

ence of loss. It is a space to talk about the pain of bereavement 

and find mutual support and encouragement when you need it 

most. email: westherts.spiritualcare@nhs.net  

CAFOD World Gifts: . You can buy CAFOD’s World 

Gifts for family and friends this Christmas online at 

https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ or 

pick up a catalogue in church. World 

Gifts such as “super soup kitchens”, “trees for life”, 

or “water for a family” will help transform lives.  

CHRISTMAS AT THE PARISH: 

Senior Citizens Christmas Party. Sunday 11th December. 

All are welcome, please bring your friends - they don’t have 

to be Catholic - we won’t test them on the doctrine! LISTS 

OUT IN BOTH CHURCHES FOR VOLUNTEERS & ATTENDEES. 

We are also looking for suitable raffle prizes, if anyone can 

help. 

Please pick up a Christmas Service card showing our mass-

es over the Christmas Period.  

For Primary School aged children in Advent, we have Ad-

vent calendars and Advent  Day by Day booklets for Infants 

& Juniors as appropriate. If you attend St Teresa‘s school 

you will be given a copy directly, if you attend a different 

school please help yourself to these.  

Thanks to everyone who donated, we have now delivered 70 

presents to Pentonville Prison for the children of men who are 

prisoners there. The organisers have let us show you this 

email that they have received ; as you can see, it means a lot 

to the families. 
 
“Yesterday me and my children attended a family day at the pris-
on, I really felt I wanted to send an email to say how lovely it 
was, it was really well organised and all the ladies from PACT 
and the Prison staff are so nice and it feels like they genuinely 
care we all have a great time, we live in the north of England so 
we don’t see our loved one as often as we would like so hav-
ing  these days really means a lot to us as a family and I feel it’s so 
important to keep our family bond strong, the Christmas gift 
from the local parish was so lovely it really warmed our hearts to 
think that there are people who would go to the trouble to do 
this for the children, So just wanted to say thank you very much 
for a wonderful day.” 

Presents for Prisoners Children Appeal 

mailto:westherts.spiritualcare@nhs.net
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/

